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3’"/ : T T [Nam in November of 1963, and| active  Buddhists.  After ali, ] 1

certainly no American support! there was a civil war in prog- § " | - .|
of one, had it not been for the' T€ss. Even Abraham Lincoln, - C
proar over the supposed ver- With his capital and "govern-
ccution of innocent Wss] Ment i'nfxltrated by Confeder-
thists. Like other correspond.i ate spies and agents, took a
cnts, Mr, Halberstam devotes: dim view of habeas corpus in
nuch attention to this, This: all circumstances. '

is understandable because he! Mr. Halberstam reminds us’
ad scen a Buddhist priest on'! that Lodge, far from suspect-
ire and experienced natural! ing any hanky-panky, granted -
evulsion at the supposed tyr-i asylum in his embassy to
nnies which drove the poor; Thich Tri Quang, whom Mr.
an to such extremes. .Halberstam calls “the enig-.; .
But now that the Buddhist% matic leader of the Buddhist
ersecutions have been expos-! movement,” and whom other .
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Coup |
By FREDERIC NELSON . ;

i So now we have David Hal- | considered the Ngo family in-)
"berstam's own account of | dispensable to the war,” cheer- |
+what he saw in Viet Nam, ;ed Mr. Halberstam’s Vietnas'
{where he, as a correspondent, ' mese friends, and Mr, Halber-,
| played his own influential part ; stam also, o o
[in the sidgline quarterbacking| It.remained to get ridiof an-,
| of American policy at the time | other  obstruchiofisi™>."John
{ when Premier Ngo Dinh was |Richardson, thg C.IA. repre-i]
| being downgraded, thrown out } Sentative, who was-ferribly ob-,
{ by coup, and finally murdered. , tuse in failing to see that it
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Nevertheless,” ﬁé‘fé"'it"i'éf"t'he; Great — but not the dip-
‘story of the events leading up :lomatic finesse we used to,
1ito the coup which overthrew iread about. But there was still’

‘led to believe: that General

! ) :Harkins was poorly informed
} Mr. Halberstam's account of ‘about eventé in his area, Gene

the events leading up to this. .
{grim catastrophe ispin large ;ebrals axclz tallwa.ys sup}gosfe? to
i part an expansion of the picces 'ssbcjgglp ifﬁﬁ%‘;ﬁfﬁg hoa dt 1&;2
;ache\xrottlfcyfmwgrlg ggmsgp a;;%x: -additional disadvantage of ab- |
3Fir5t, there was tha problemfse”ce from Washington where
\of Ambassador Frederick E. Lhe real news of what was go-|
! Noiting, represented here asiihg ON——Or Was about to go on

“an industrious and dedic:\ted.'_lg Viet Nam was being

‘diplomat but not quite bx‘ight.'m‘"1 ¢
A man who couid say in an Ambassad?,z]' 'Loc}ge, of
{interview that he was tired of;“o,u;s?'. brouﬁmt all “g newsl
'all the yakking about the Bud--;’_lvlt K A1m. owever Lenera

{dhists when the “important: [ 2r<ins managed to survive

!thing was to win the war” was | the crisis to become the post-

! PTNE FPRN TR i S,
lcaty far from it it in SOUP, DU of new lnuendor
tHalberstam’s eyes. Noiting's; ;" . ) s
‘re;)lacemems b;’ Henry Cabot?the right kind of people in Viet
: Lodge, whose mission Mr. Hal-;Nam regarded the general ds.
.berstam thinks was to ¥

a “symbol of the old order.” *
jonstrate

fipVSiudd A, Reteaseld goomolor

we no longer(

bd a significant. part. o
The Diem’ government, he-

ides being notorigusly inept-

Halberstam’s fault that Viet

) tainly threw his share of :the

Nam is a quagmire, but he cer-

bus, Of course it isn’t all Mr. .
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' “The Making of a Quagmire” - Was ' the -Diem tyrants whoJb 5. 1e frauds most of them | correspondents have identified

! (Random Hogse) inu gsurely ;were making victory impossi='| byore it i disappointing to.fin:{ | as an admiltea “former” mem- |

i rank as Exhibit A in the litera-;ble' Halberstam's cable to his | b tosponsible journalist, even : ber of the Communist “Libera-"% | -
I'ture of self-confidence, It is;neWSPaper (October 3, 11963-).4\ . liberal one, sticking to that | tion front” and probably still .§ . :

| casy emough to understand!indicated that Lodge would-be, t’c{;'ry. ‘ ~ 7.1 a Communist agent. Ly

L how a young correspondent, ' happier with a new C'I'f\_‘[' e - » s The Viet Nam war is still in ? A
| assigned to cover a situation |Chief.” According to the boos, /T he Buddhists’ Rol | the quagmire stage, The C. L !
' as messy and complicated as|OUr new Ambassador “talked, . . ' A’s prediction that the over- & -

lthe undeclared war in Viet [scornfully of the (Diem) fanlxlyi . The United Nations fact- ¢ throw of Dicm would set the .

fNam, could be wrong about |l l‘l)'“};,at? lee,. kno}:vxxlgtha1113| fmd;ng mxgsxon,.who.§e report : war back a year has heen more i

isome phases of the conflict, |Well thatin a city where cile‘\" has been widely ignored by the | than justified, but all this rolls 3
T e e o sl ' e T e o s "
‘about so many events out there, . e : religious \ Every man and his brother has

 should writeya book to show |+ . - Lastly, Richardson, Nhu'sy| brounds, and considerable evi- |z oginion of what should be |

I how right he was (when things greatest American ally, had’lHence to indicate that fanatis | gone” and 1 don't find this .|

ihave  grown  dramatically tbeen sg_rz‘t"vl?gx'n_e. ey E ﬂall Ze{x}?ﬂ}lealone (i;d not ;:?;plam writer’s suggestions much bet- . .
i worse since his' suggestions T YT T, : se:  seli-immolations, . ! '
were followed) is amf;mg' Out With Harkins JPrugs and even viglence play- ter than what you hear on the '

Premier Diem’s governmentiGeneral Paul D. Harkins to [ Public -relations, ‘took a’| mud, A

and the assassination of Ahe|stand in the way of the con.|{0h8. line.against politically.| - ¢« - . -
premier and two of his associ- summation of America's ‘big- o st ~amoad

1ates, ‘gest boo-hoo in the Viet Nam |
: . . . . affair, Ambassador Lodge was . :
| Out With Nolting! ° N




